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tween the dead and the living which cannot be bridged over by mere matter and its laws ? The debate on this question is at present so extremely keen that its importance in a religious reference is, it seems to me, in danger of being exaggerated. Materialism must be refuted before we reach this point, if it is ever to be refuted. Were spontaneous generation proved, materialism would re main as far from established as before. Those who are certain that there is a God may with perfect composure leave it to science to ascertain under what conditions He has caused life to appear. In fact, the question as to the mode of the origination of life, although of immense scientific interest, is of very subordinate religious significance. It is, further, a question which is often answered in a dogmatic and anti-scientific spirit Many assert that it is absolutely impossible that I life should originate from the interaction of mo-j lecular forces, while materialists in general demand that the contrary should be conceded from the outset. Both parties are in error. We cannot tell what is possible or impossible in such a case, prior to a comprehensive knowledge, such as science seeks to attain, of all that actually is. We have even no right, it seems to me, either to deny or to admit that it is conceivable that under certain conditions life may originate in inorganic matter. Our power of conception is dependent